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In the debate on the playing fxelds oi Congress
over the Carter Administration’s assertion that Cuba-.

bore responsibility for the rebel invasion of Zaire last:; dict'the thrust of Carter’'s remarks. On the other hand "
month, the score is now- even. That much is clear... the Castro statement is-a’ clear admission that at least ;

What is not. so clear, however. is the’ object of the’
game — its true value.in axdmg_ the United’ States in
semng its African pelicy. - '
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The contest'was maugu.rated—May'zs when Presi= ™
dent Carter, speaking in Chicago, asserted that Ango-
la, the staging ground for the rebel raid, had a role in

_the invasion and that Cuba; which has a substantial .
military presence.in ‘Angola, “shared” that responsi-
- bility_Fidel Castro denied the assertion and his deni-
.al drew the interest of members-of, Corigress.. To sup---
_port the Administration charge; CIA Director Stans- -

" _field Turner appeared before; twor’ congraslonal

7N

g responsxbxhty, L

" committees.to. out.hne the mtelhgence mformanon on
which ).t was based. : .

:,'-e._.-i";~ .,._;

Early lastvweek,“ Rep. Edward Boland.; of 'Spnng-

 field; chairman of the House Intelhgence Comxmttee,

said that on the basis of the Turner testimony his
‘committee was “satisfied” that.the President’s charge:
of Cuban’ responsibility for the Katangan invasion
was correct.- Late last week,. however, Sen. John-

- Sparkman and members of the Senate Foreign Rela-

tions Comrmttee. which he cpau's, said Turner ‘had
failed to produce‘ conclusxve ev' ence a£ Cuban

. "fl )
Thert -over tha_ weekend '1t was reveale& that

shortly afterthe mvas_EnCastro had:told USatticials. -
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- communication was. that 1t. had not been revealed to

-any ensuing debate. T LI

~ " "Russian roles- elsewhere in Africa - there is. a very
5 real danger that US African- pelicy will come to be
. drawn solely in ‘East-West terms.. This-would be a.
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he had anempted to head off the mvasxon. Taken at
“face value, the Castro assertion wouId seem to'contra-

he had advance word of the invasion. Some senators~
suggated the mést significant aspect of the Castrg

In its. way the debate over the Cia mtel.hgence is.
an interesting exercise. CIA Director Turner’s admon-
ition that such xntelhgence rarely takes on the n'refutc.
able quality of courtrocm evxdence dames a place in

“Yet ‘there are substanual dangers to t.he wholer

affan' By focusing on the degree of reliability of CIA J.

information on Cuban involvementin Zaire — a focus -
which raises. the larger questions of-the Cuban and

sharp and regrettable-departure from the-earlier Ad-
ministration inclination to-leave African problems to
the Africans, with the United States playmg a subaor~
dinate role- where- it couid — in Rhodesia and South
Afnca — for instance. "' ' . <t

If the Admmxmtxon chooses to view the formu- :

lation of its African policy primarily from an East-

_ West perspective, it runs the risk of needlessly endan- |
* gering. crucial big power agreements, such as™a new

SALT treaty, and of’ inflating the United States’ true

_interests in and influente over events in-Africa. <,
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